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Research interests

My research focuses on the temporal dimension of migration and its
entanglement with the spatial dimension. In particular, | would like to focus
on the dimension of waiting, assuming that it is central to the experience of
migrant subjectivities, repeating itself several times during the journey and
imposing temporalities on which they do not have full control.

The interest in this field of research is born from direct observation of some
of the places where this expectation occurs: the reception centers for
asylum seekers, in which | worked for a few years before the beginning of
my PhD, and the French-Italian frontier, where | have been able to stay with
a solidarity group for several months in recent years.

While it is true that migrant subjectivities have always been subject to the
dimension of waiting, the management of their time seems to assume an
increasingly dominant role in the battle between border policies and the
autonomy of migration. In fact, despite the increasing militarization and the
enormous deployment of men and means to control borders, people
continue to move; the policies of the States, therefore, extend the field of
control not only on the spacial dimension, but also on the temporal one.
People are slowed down more than blocked, flows are contained and
redirected rather than arrested, States try to extend as much as possible
the dimension of the transit, imposing the non-arrival as a prolonged
condition in time.

In this context, the dimension of waiting has a central role in the
experiences of migrants: waiting in the camps at the external borders of the
European Union, waiting to cross the external and internal borders of the
Union, waiting in the hotspots and on the quarantine ships, waiting for the
interview with the commission in the centres for asylum seekers, even
waiting for repatriation into detention centres.

Starting from these reflections, | would like to articulate my research
through a multi-located ethnography that allows me to investigate the
potential duplicity of the experience of waiting. Following Foucault, in fact,
we know that where there is power there is resistance: migrant
subjectivities, therefore, not only play the role of target of European
migration policies, but also that of opponent, seeking to act forms of self-
determination in the interstices left by the structure of control and
governance of migration. On the one hand, therefore, waiting can take the
form of subjection, imposing forms of marginalization, forced times and
paths that limit the autonomy of migrants, often becoming a time of labor
exploitation and extraction of value from their lives and their bodies. On
the other hand, however, this expectation can potentially be a moment of
subjection, encounter and building of relationships and skills in order to
create alternative life trajectories not expected by the border regime, giving
substance to the autonomy of migrations.
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