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e EDUCATION

2001 PhD in Sociology of Cultural Processes, Universita di Genova, Italy

1998 DEA (Diplome d’études approfondies) in “Migrations, Espace et Societés”, Université Paris 7 -
Denis Diderot

1995 Degree (BA + MA equivalent) in Literature and Philosophy, University of Genoa, Italy (110
cum laude)

e CURRENT POSITION(S)

Since 2015, Associate Professor (Professore associato) in Sociology of Cultural and Media
Processes,

School of Social Sciences / Department of Education Studies, University of Genoa, Italy

Since 2020, Member of the Centro del Mare, University of Genoa, Italy

Since 2008, Member of the Doctoral School of Social Sciences, PhD in Sociology, University of
Genoa.

e PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2005-2014 Lecturer (Ricercatore a tempo indeterminato) in Sociology of Cultural and Media
Processes,

School of Social Sciences, Department of Education Studies, University of Genoa, Italy

e FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

2019 National Qualification as Full Professor (Professore Ordinario) in Sociology of Cultural and
Media Processes

2012 Visiting lecturer at the IPPUR/ UFRJ (Universidad Federal de Rio de Janeiro)

2009 Visiting lecturer at the Center of Human Geography Josué de Castro, Recife (Bra)

2008 Visiting lecturer at the Advanced Master in Migrations et Relations Internationales -
Université de Nice - Sophia Antipolis

2002 Visiting lecturer at the Department of Political Sciences - University of Jyvaskyla (Fin)
2001 Visiting researcher at the Copenhagen Institute for Peace Research (COPRI)

* MAIN RESEARCH PROJECTS

2005-2006: “Euroreg-Regions, minorities and European integration” (FP6 - Priority 7: “Citizens and
Governance in Knowledge Based Society” —Contract no. 506019). “A case study on the Italo-
Slovene border - Interreg llla Italy/Slovenia Programming Region”.

2005-2009: “Challenge — The Changing Landscape of European Liberty and Security” (FP6 —
European Commission DGXII). “Effects of Exceptionalism on Social Cohesion in Europe and
Beyond” (WP8 — participant)



2006-2010: Ramses? (Réseau d’Excellence des centres de recherche en sciences humaines sur la
Méditerranée - FP6) - Maison de Sciences de I’'Homme, Aix en Provence (participant)

PRIN 2006 — area 14 (protocollo 2006147241_004) “Etnografia delle nuove professioni” (P.l. Giolo
Fele; University of Trento). Research topic: "Etnografia delle nuove professioni militari”
(participant)

PRIN 2010-2011- area 14 (protocollo 2010MNT53S_002), “Le professioni dello spazio pubblico
oltre la crisi” (36 months), unita di ricerca di Genova (PRIN 2010/11) - (P.l. Mario Morcellini
(Universita di Roma, la Sapienza. Research topic: “La governance della sicurezza” (participant).
2016-2017: “TEU. Logistics, labour, measures, cities”, Compagnia di San Paolo, bando ORA!
linguaggi contemporanei, produzioni innovative - Responsible of the scientific research.
2020-2024: PRIN 2020, ERC SH3 (protocollo 2020TELSM8_001), “MOBS - Mobilities, solidarities
and imaginaries across the borders: the mountain, the sea, the urban and the rural as spaces of
transit and encounters — (P.l. Luca Queirolo Palmas, University of Genova), participant.
2023-present: ERC — “SOLROUTES” (P.l. Luca Queirolo Palmas), Senior researcher.

2023-present: PRIN 2022, “MISERABILIA-Spaces and Specters of Misery” — (P.l. Sara Marini, IUAV,
Venezia), responsible of University of Genova unit.

e SUPERVISION OF GRADUATE STUDENTS AND POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS

2014-present: PostDoc 1 (UFRJ, Rio de Janeiro); research grants (assegni di ricercar): 3; PhD
supervision: 14 (of which 2 ongoing), Master Students: 7
Total supervised: 25

e RECENT TEACHING ACTIVITIES

2016-present Professor — Visual Sociology, University of Genoa, Italy

2006-present Professor — Sociology of Cultural Processes, University of Genoa, Italy
2019-present: Professor - Sociology of Tourism, University of Genoa, Italy.

2015-2016: Professor - Sociology of control and surveillance, University of Genoa, Italy.
2006-2010 Professor — Sociology of Global Processes, University of Genoa, Italy

¢ ORGANIZATION OF RECENT RESEARCH EVENTS

2014-present: Scientific and Organization Committee of ERC International Conference of
Ethnography (University of Bergamo, University of Trento), five editions.

2021/2022: responsible of the RFN (Radical Film Network International Conference and Festival)
to be held in Genova and funded by the School of Social Sciences, University of Genova.

2018: “FOCALE: The local fabric of the border”, Université de Nice/University of Genova, Nice.
2018: “Decolonizing the gaze: Reviving the anti-colonial archives”, Il Summer School in Visual and
Filmic Sociology, Concordia University of Montreal/University of Genoa, Genova.

2017 “Between walls and hotspots. The reconfiguration of the European internal and external
borders”, International Conference, University of Genoa, Genova.

2017: “TEU. Logistics, labour, measures, cities”. Final international conference.

¢ INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES

2016 - present: Responsible of the Partnership Agreement between Universita degli Studi di
Genova and Concordia University, Montreal.



2015-2018: Coordinator of the Undergraduate Course in Communication Sciences, University of
Genova
2008-present: member of the Doctoral School in Social Sciences, University of Genova.

¢ EDITORIAL AND REVIEWING ACTIVITIES

Journal scientific and editorial board:

2009-present: REMHU Revista Interdisciplinar da Mobilidade Humana, CSEM, Brasilia - BRA
2008- present: Editorial Board of Etnografia e ricerca qualitativa (ERQ), Il Mulino, Bologna.
2016-2020: co-editor in chief of Etnografia e ricerca qualitativa (ERQ), || Mulino, Bologna
2005 — 2010: Conflitti Globali (Edizioni x-books, Milano);

2001 — 2003: DeriveApprodi (ed. DeriveApprodi Roma)

2018-present: Book series editorial board: Cartografie sociali, Mimesis; Sociologia, Meltemi.

Recent Participations at International Conferences/Summer Schools:

2015: “What is there beneath Exception?”, keynote speaker at the international conference
“Development and Criticism in Giorgio Agamben’s Political Philosophy”, Finnish Research
Academy, Helsinki 15/5/2015.

2018: “Architectural monsters: about the ‘incompiuto siciliano’”, lecture at GEM, Dept of Film
Studies Concordia University, Montreal, January 11th.

2018: “Amidst the Anti-colonial Archives”, lecture held at the Il International Summer School in
Visual Sociology, “Decolonizing the gaze”, Concordia University, Montreal, Universita di Genova
11/6.

2018: “Fantasmi urbani. Per una teoria politica delle rovine”, lecture at the international
conference “Le Relazioni oltre le Immagini. Democrazia, Norme, Utopie”, PAC — Padiglione d’arte
contemporanea, Milano, September 30th.

2019: “The Leash and the Rip: Struggles and Conflicts Beneath Migrants and Asylum Seekers
‘Secondary Movements’ , paper presented at the International Conference “The State of the
Global Protection System for Refugees and Migrants”, Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group,
Kolkata, January 18th.

2023: “Unsettling Solidarity”, keynote lecture at the “Keywords in Refugee and Migration Studies
Conference”, Institut fir die Wissenschaften vom Menschen, Vienna October 12/13th

2024: “Subaltern Abolitionist Routes”, keynote lecture at the Conference in Critical migration and
border regime studies (Kritnet) at Gottingen Centers for Global Migration Studies- Institut fir
Kulturanthropologie Europaische Ethnologie, Georg-August Universitat, Gottingen, October
25/26t.

PUBBLICATIONS

2025 (article onjournal) Luca Queirolo Palmas, Federico Rahola (2025). “On Est Ensemble:
Stories of a Shipwreck, a Missing Pirogue, and Potential Migrants in Senegal”. SOCIETIES, p. 1-22,
ISSN: 2075-4698, doi: 10.3390/s0c15070203

2025 (chapter in book) Federico Rahola (2025), “The Leash and the Rip: Struggles and
Conflicts beneath Migrants' and Asylum Seekers 'Secondary Movements'”, in Paula Banerjee. (ed),
On the Margins of Protection. Challenging the Discourse on the Refugee Crisis. p. 49-72,
HYDERABAD, Orient Blackswan, ISBN: 978-93-5442-589-9



2024 (article on journal) Federico Rahola, "Luigi Ghirri. L'inconscio dei territori". ETNOGRAFIA
E RICERCA QUALITATIVA, vol. 2/2024, p. 387-396, ISSN: 1973-3194

2024 (article onjournal) Ivan Bonnin, Camille Cassarini, Paolo Cuttitta, Georges Kouagang,
Ismail Oubad, Luca Queirolo Palmas, Federico Rahola (2024). Unsettling Solidarity: Towards a
Materialistic Approach to Border Transgression. SOFT POWER, p. 355-380, ISSN: 2539-2239

2023 (chapter in book) Federico Rahola, “ Whose Shadow? On Camps and Counter-Camps”,
in: A. Borsari, P. Ascari. (a cura di): TEMPORARY: Citizenship, Architecture and City. THE CITY
PROJECT, p. 39-48, Cham:Springer, ISBN: 978-3-03-136666-6, ISSN: 2730-6992, doi: 10.1007/978-
3-031-36667-3

2023 (chapter in book) A. Colombo, F. Rahola (2023). “Who is it? Per un materialismo
sensibile”. In: autori vari. (a cura di): S. Consigliere, Materialismo magico. Immaginario e
rivoluzione. p. 137-172, ROMA, DeriveApprodi, ISBN: 978-88-6548-457-9

2022 (book) Queirolo Palmas, Luca, Rahola, Federico, (2022). Underground Europe. Along
migrant routes. p. 1-326, Cham:Palgrave Macmillan, ISBN: 978-3-031-16150-6

2020 (book) L. Queirolo Palmas, F. Rahola, Underground Europe. Lungo le rotte migranti,
Meltemi, Milano.

2018.  (articolo su rivista) “The Leash and the Rip: Struggles and Conflicts Beneath Migrants and
Asylum Seekers ‘Secondary Movements’ , Policy and Practices, Kolkata

2018 (introduzione), M. Guareschi, F. Rahola, “Introduzione”, a G. Simmel, Sociologia, Meltemi,
Milano.

2017 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola, “Not a Story to Pass on. Appunti per una teoria delle rovine”,
in Studi Culturali, vol 2/2017, Il Mulino, Bologna (ISSN:1824-369X), pp.321-343.

2017 (contributo in volume), “Mukhayyam (occupied Palestinian territories and neighbouring
Arab countries), in Global Encyclopaedia of Informality: Towards Understanding of Social and
Cultural Complexity, UCL Press, London, - ISBN:1911307894, pp.32-35

2017 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola, “As we go along. Espacos, tempos e sujeitos das
contracondutas”, in Ecopolitica, FAPESP/PUC-S. Paulo, n. 17, pp. 33-58.

2017 (articolo su rivista), F. Rahola, “Il Caleidoscopio urbano”, in Sentieri urbani - ISSN:2036-
3109 vol. anno IX - numero 22, Trento, pp.24-28

2016 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola, “As we go along. Spazi tempi e soggetti delle
controcondotte”, in Materiali foucaultiani, volume 4, numeri 7/8, ISSN 2239-5962

2015 (articolo su rivista) M. Casas-Cortes, S. Cobarrubias, N. De Genova, S. Mezzadra, J. Pickles,
F. Rahola, et al. (2014), “New Keywords: Migration and Borders”, in Cultural Studies Volume 29,
Issue 1, Taylor and Francis, UK, pp. 1-33 - ISSN: 0950-2386).

2015 M. Guareschi, F. Rahola, Oltre I'urbano. In: M. Guareschi F. Rahola. (a cura di) Forme della
citta. Sociologia dell'urbanizzazione. p. 57-114, MILANO:Agenzia X, ISBN: 978-88-95029-95-5
2015 M. Guareschi, F. Rahola F. (2015). Introduzione. La forma della citta. In: M. Guareschi F.
Rahola. Forme della citta. Sociologia dell'urbanizzazione. p. 7-40, MILANO:Agenzia X, ISBN: 978-88-
95029-95-5

2014 (breve introduzione) A. M. Brighenti, F. Rahola, “L’etnografia tra le crepe”, Conflitti
urbani/Urban Conflicts, Etnografia e ricerca qualitativa, 3/2014, Il Mulino, Bologna (ISSN: 1973-
3194), pp. 373-378.

2014 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola, (2014) “Urban at large. Notes for an ethnography of
urbanization and its frictious sites”, in Etnografia e ricerca qualitativa, vol 3/2014, Il Mulino,
Bologna (ISSN: 1973-3194), pp. 379-399.

2014 (contributo in volume) M. Guareschi, F. Rahola, “ll sublime dell’eccezione” in M. Presno
Linera (ed.), La metamorfosis del Estado y del Derecho, Fundamentos n. 8, OVIEDO, pp. 355-376
(ISBN: 978-84-8367-470-3).



2013 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola (2013) “Lo spazio del Lar”, in Lo Squaderno, n. 29, sett. 2013
pp. 51-54 (ISSN: 1973-9141).

2012 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola, (2012) “Cittadini sul filo”, Lo Squaderno, n. 26, Dicembre.
2012 pp. 81-85 (ISSN: 1973-9141).

2011 (monografia) M. Guareschi, F. Rahola, Chi decide? Critica della ragione eccezionalista,
Ombre corte, Verona, p. 7-201 (ISBN: 978-88-95366-98-2).

2011 (breve introduzione) L. Queirolo Palmas, F. Rahola, “Nominare la razza”, in Mondi Migranti,
Vol.3; Franco Angeli, Milano, p. 21-27 (ISSN: 1972-48888).

2011 (contributo in volume) F. Rahola, “The Detention machine”, in: Palidda S. (ed.) Racial
Criminalization of Migrants in the 21st Century, Ashgate, LONDRA, pp. 95-106, ISBN/ISSN: 978-1-
4094-0749-2.

2010 (prefazione) M. Guareschi, F. Rahola, “Tra frammentazione e resistenze”, in M. Guareschi,
F. Rahola (eds), Palestina anno zero, Conflitti globali VII, Agenzia X, Milano 2010 (ISBN:
9788895029313), pp. 5-15.

2010 (contributo in volume) F. Rahola, “La maquina de captura”, in J. Brandariz Garcia, S. Palidda
(eds.) Criminalizacion racista de los migrantes en Europa, Editorial Comares, Granada, (ISBN 978-
84-9836-752-2), pp. 95-108.

2010 (contributo in volume) F. Rahola, “The space of camps”, in: A. Dal Lago, S. Palidda, Conflict,
Security and the Reshaping of Society. The Civilization of war, Routledge, LONDRA, pp. 185-199,
ISBN/ISSN: 978-0-415-57034-3.

2010 (contributo in volume) A. Dal Lago, S. Palidda, F. Rahola, “Effects of exceptionalism on
Social Cohesion in Europe and Beyond”, in: D. Bigo, S. Carrera, E. Guild, R.J. Walker. Europe's 21st
Century Challenge. Delivering Liberty: Ashgate, Londra, pp. 189-200, ISBN/ISSN: 987-1-4094-0194-
0.

2009 (articolo su rivista) Dal Lago A., F. Rahola “Il nuovo mestiere delle armi. Legittimita e
identita professionali dei mercenari contemporanei”, in Etnografia E Ricerca Qualitativa, Vol. 3. I
Mulino, Bologna, pp. 353-382, ISSN: 1973-3194.

2008 (breve introduzione) M. Guareschi, F. Rahola, “Israele come paradigma”, Conflitti Globali,
Volume 6, p. 5-9, MILANO, Agenzia X, ISBN: 9788895029184.

2008 (contributo in volume) M. Guareschi, F. Rahola (2008) “Laboratorio Israele”, in Conflitti
Globali - Israele come paradigma, vol. 6, pp. 11-28, ed. Agenzia X, Milano, ISBN: 9788895029184.
2008 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola, “La macchina della detenzione”, in REMHU (Revista
Interdisciplinar de Mobilitade Humana) , CSEM - Publicacoes, Brasilia 2008, vol. 31, p. 401-411,
ISSN: 1980-8585.

2008 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola, “Respecto/Resistenza”, in Etnografia e Ricerca Qualitativa,
vol. 1-2008, Il Mulino, Bologna, , pp. 137-146, ISSN: 1973-3194.

2008 (contributo in volume) S. Mezzadra — F. Rahola (2008) “La condicion postcolonial. Una
notas sobre la cualitad del tiempo historico en el presente global”, in S. Mezzadra (ed) Estudios
Postcoloniales. Ensayos fundamentales, Traficantes de Suenos, Madrid, pp. 261-278, ISBN: 978-84-
96453-22-7.

2008 (contributo in volume) F. Rahola (2008) “Il grado zero delle immagini. Note sulla
costruzione visiva della memoria”, in G. Procacci, M. Silver, (eds), Le stragi rimosse. Storia,
memoria pubblica, scritture, pp. 163-176, MILANO:Unicopli, ISBN: 9788840012612.

2007 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola — E. Rigo, Regions, minorities and European integration: A case
study on the Italo-Slovene border, in REVISTA ROMANA DE STIINTE POLITICE /Romanian Journal of
Political Science, Vol. 6, No. 1, SAR, Bucarest, p. 72-99, ISSN: 1582-456X.



2007 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola, “La forme-camp. Pour une généalogie des lieux de tranist et
d'internement du present”, in Cultures & Conflits. Circulation et archipels de I'exception,
L'Harmattan, Parigi, vol. 68, p. 31-50, ISSN: 1157-996X.

2006 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola, “On the Victim’s Side: A Note on Humanitarianism and Global
Security Politics”, in Ephemera. Theory and Politics in Organizations,, vol. 6 (1), p. 40-55, ISSN:
1473-2866.

2006 (articolo su rivista) S. Mezzadra — F. Rahola, (2005) “The Postcolonial Condition. A Few
Notes on the Quality of Historical Time in the Global Present”, in POSTCOLONIAL TEXT, vol. Vol. 2 -
No. 1 - 2006, ISSN: 1705-9100.

2006 (contributo in volume) F. Rahola (2006) “La forma campo. Per una genealogia dei luoghi di
transito e di internamento del presente”, in Internamenti: CPT e altri campi, Conflitti Globali 4,
Edizioni X, Milano, p. 11-27, ISBN: 9788895029047 .

2006 (contributo in volume) F. Rahola “Zone di transito”, in G. Scardi (ed), Less. Strategie
alternative dell’abitare, 5 Continents editions, Milano, pp. 328-333, ISBN: 978-88-7439-331-2.
2005 F. Rahola (2005) "Rappresentare gli 'spazi del fuori'. Note per un'etnografia dei campi
profughi”, in M. Van Aken (ed) “Rifugiati”, Annuario Antropologia, vol. 5, p. 67-84, Roma:Meltemi,
ISBN: 9788883532917.

2005 (contributo in volume) F. Rahola, “La parte delle vittime. Note su umanitarismo, politiche di
sicurezza e controllo dell’eccedenza”, in Conflitti Globali 1, Shake edizioni, Milano, p. 80-96, ISBN:
9788888865072.

2004 (articolo su rivista) S. Mezzadra — F. Rahola, “Der Postkoloniale Zustand”, in
INFORMATIONSZENTRUM 3. WELT, p.48-53, ISSN: 1614-0095.

2003 (monografia) F. Rahola, Zone definitivamente temporanee. | luoghi dell’'umanita in eccesso,
p. 7-236, Verona:ombre corte, ISBN: 8887009449.

2003 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola, “Differenze postcoloniali”, in Contemporanea, Il Mulino,
Bologna, vol. 1, p. 157-165, ISSN: 1127-3070.

2002 (contributo su volume) F. Rahola, “Pratiche etnografiche e sapere antropologico” in A. Dal
Lago, R. De Biasi, (eds) Un certo sguardo. Introduzione all’etnografia sociale, Laterza, Roma-Bari, p.
27-53, ISBN: 8842065412.

2002 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola, “Leirit ihmisoikeuksien paikkana/The space of human rights”,
in Kosmopolis, n. 3, Tampere 2002, p. 5-18, ISSN: 1236-1372.

2001 (prefazione) F. Rahola, “Oltre il barrio”, introduzione a M. Dauvis, | latinos alla conquista
degli Stati uniti, Feltrinelli, Milano, p. 7-16, ISBN: 9788807103155.

2000 (contributo su volume) F. Rahola, “Behind the mask. The artifice of ‘Person’”, in S. Hanninen,
J. Vahamaki (eds) Displacement of Politics, pp. 76-88, Jyvaskyla:SoPhi, ISBN: 9789513904319.
2000 (articolo su rivista) F. Rahola, “In mezzo alle diaspore”, in aut-aut, vol. 298, p. 155-179,
ISSN: 0005-0601.

1998 (contributo su volume) F. Rahola, “Dietro la maschera. La ‘persona’ come artificio”, in A.
Dal Lago (ed) Lo straniero e il nemico. Materiali per I'etnografia contemporanea, Costa & Nolan,
Genova, p 81-102, ISBN: 88-7648-296-2.

1996 (contributo su volume) F. Rahola, “Le forbici del senso comune”, in “M. Foucault.
Biopolitica e territorio”, Millepiani, n° 9, Mimesis, Milano, p. 77-83, ISBN: 88-85889-77-8.

e QUALITY AND IMPACT OF PUBLICATIONS

His first monograph, Zone definitivamente temporanee. | luoghi dell’'umanita in ecceso (Ombre corte
2003), as well as several related articles published later on in French, English and Spanish, had a
strong impact in both critical border studies and on refugees and migrants detention and
confinement policies. “The Postcolonial Condition” (2006, 2015), written together with Sandro



Mezzadra in 2005 and widely republished (among the others in Spanish, German, Japanese), has
contributed to introduce Italian critical theory in the international postcolonial debate. In 2011 he
wrote together with Massimiliano Guareschi a monograph (Chi decide? Cririca della ragione
eccezonalista, ombre corte) that critically addressed the political debate on exceptionalist and
governamental politics. In 2013 he participated to a collective writing based at Goldsmiths College
(“New keywords. Migrations and Border”, Cultural Studies 2015) that deeply influenced the debate
on international migrations’ crisis. In 2015 he edited, fore-worded and wrote together with
Massimiliano Guareschi a monograph (Forme della Citta. Sociologia dell’'urbanizzazione, X books)
that introduced and updated the recent international debate on urbanization in Italy. His last book,
Underground Europe. Longo le rotte migranti (Meltemi 2020), written together with Luca Queirolo
Palmas, has a deep impact on both critical border and solidarity studies, and has been published in
English in 2022 by Palgrave Mc Millan.






