Rita Cersosimo

Current position

Junior Researcher (2024-2027) in Special Education at the University

of Genoa, Italy, Department of Learning Sciences.

National Scientific Habilitation (ASN) as Associate Professor, Sector

11/D2 (Didactics, Special Pedagogy and Educational Research).

Research interests: inclusion; educational technologies for disabilities
and learning difficulties; language education in neurodevelopmental

disorders; teacher training.

Teaching: Special Pedagogy; Classroom Management; Robotics for

inclusion; Pedagogy of Deviance; Education for Sustainability.

Research projects:
e Social robotics for developing social skills in autistic children and
adolescents (funded by the Italian Foundation for Autism)
e Educational robotics for the improvement of classroom climate

e Vitual Reality and language learning for Special Needs

Visiting periods:
e September 2025 - Karolinska Institute (Sweden)
e May 2025 - Linkoping University (Sweden)
e April 2025 - St. Maurus Teachers College (Tanzania)

Collaborator of Cooperativa Eureka, an innovative start-up that offers
students with neurodevelopmental disorders support with

technological tools (robotics, coding, educational apps).

Member of the Italian Society of Pedagogy (SIPED); Italian Society of
Special Pedagogy (SIPES); Italian Society of Research in Didatics (SIRD);
Italian Society of Media Education (SIREM).



Academic experience

2023-2024 Research Fellow - Laboratory of Language and Cognition, University of
Genoa.
2020-2023 PhD in Digital Humanities - University of Genoa.

Research interests: reading comprehension and figurative language
processing in adults with dyslexia; accessible L2 learning in digital
environments (MOOCS, LMS, VR).

Methods: empirical and experimental designs (i.e., eye-tracking).

Visiting PhD student at the School of Psychology, East Anglia
University (UK), prof. Paul Engelhardt (Spring 2022).
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Prizes

2024

Italian Prize of Pedagogy for the book “Dislessia e metafore. Dalla ricerca sperimentale alla

didattica inclusiva” (Dyslexia and Metaphors. From Experimental Research to Inclusive Education)

2023

“Young Researcher Award” - International conference “Figurative Thought and Language”

2022

“Adriano Colombo prize” for young researchers in language education. GISCEL, Italian Linguistics
Society - SLI.

“Best poster prize”, XXX AIRIPA Congress, Giunti Scuola.

2019

“Francesca Bonello grant” awarded to the cooperation project “Be the protagonist of your own

story” (R. Cersosimo); research stay in the schools of Benin in April 2019.

Genoa, November 2025



