POSITION
From 01/03/2022
1/11/2024 — current

Maria Carmen Usai, PhD

Full Professor
Department of Education Sciences, University of Genoa (ltaly)
Director of the Department of Education Sciences, University of Genoa

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

1998 -1999  Post-doc, University of Genoa
1996  Research fellow, University of Genoa (ltaly)
1992 -1995  PhD Program in Psychology Research Methods, University of Genoa (Italy)
Feb—Jul 1995  Visiting PhD studentCognitive Neuropsychology Laboratory at the Dartmouth College (Hanover, NH, US)
1992  Professional intemship for Psychologist, Clinical Neuropsychology Laboratory at the Ca’ Foncello Hospital
(Treviso, ltaly)
1986 — 1991  Master’s degree in Clinical Psychology, University of Padua (ltaly)
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
2006 —2022  Associate professor of Developmental and Educational psychology
Department of Educational Sciences, University of Genoa (Italy)
2000 —2005  Assistant professor

2024-current

2015 —-2024
2018 — 2024
2018 — 2021
Nov 2015 —-2017
2013 —Jan 2015
2011 —Jan 2015
2011 -2013
2009 and 2011
2010 -2017
2006 - 2010

TEACHING
From 2020

Doctorate
2013 — current
2008 — 2012
2006 — 2007
From 2010

From 2010

RESEARCH

Department of Educational Sciences, University of Genoa (Italy)

Academic Service and Leadership

Director of the Department of Education Sciences, Member of the Department Board and Member of the
Social Sciences School Council

Department Referent for the Evaluation of Research Quality (VQR)

Member of the Quality Assurance Commission of the Master's Degree in Psychology

Member of the Department Board and Member of the Social Sciences School Council

Deputy Head of Department of Education

Member of the Quality Committee

Member of the Teaching Observatory

Director of a first-level University Master for the training of teachers on learning disabilities

Director of Postgraduate Specialization Courses in Learning Disabilities

Responsible for the traineeship Commission of the bachelor's and master's degree courses in
Psychology

Responsible for the study plan Commissions of the bachelor's courses in Psychology (2009-10) and
Education (2006-09).

Courses
Developmental psychology and Psychology of disabilities at Bachelor and Master’s degree courses;

Psychology of disabilities at the Master Course for kindergarten and primary school teachers; Research Methods

in Psychology, Individual differences in infancy and childhood, and Theoretical models of developmental
processes at the Master’s degree in Psychology

Theses
More than 125 bachelor's and master's theses supervised.

PhD Committees Membership
Member of the teaching staff for the Doctorate in Social Sciences at University of Genoa

Member of the teaching staff for the Doctorate in Psychology, Anthropology and Cognitive Sciences at University

of Genoa
Member of the teaching staff for the Doctorate in Psychology and Cognitive Sciences at University of Genoa
PhD students’ supervision

Elena Cravet (2022 — current), Irene Tonizzi (2019 — 2024), Dr. Chiara Malagoli (2012 — 2016), Dr. Valentina De

Franchis (2006 — 2010)

Post-doc supervision

Dr, Carlotta Rivella (2024-2025) Dr. Elena Gandolfi (2018 and 2020), Dr. Laura Traverso (2017), Dr. Chiara
Malagoli (2016), Dr. Valentina De Franchis (2010)

Her main research interests include (see Publications):

The development of executive functions (EF) in typical and other neurodevelopmental conditions
Validation of cognitive assessment tools for children and adolescents, recently also for teleassessment
The realization of evidence-based interventions to promote EF abilities

The investigation of domain general influences (e.g., EF) on language development, early and school



Curriculum Vitae

GRANTS
2024-current

2024-current

Maria Carmen Usai

achievement.

Pl of the Erasmus+ KA220-SCH: Tools to Detect and Mitigate Writing Errors in Secondary Schools (CORRIGE,
2024-1-T02-KA220-SCH-000248221)

Responsible of unit for the project “New Horizon project” (2022-SEG-01058), call “Vicini di scuola” funded by the
Con il Sud Foundation / Impresa Sociale Con i Bambini Srl

2022  Responsible of a three-years grant for a doctorate position on the project “ESOS-Disparity (Empowering the
SOft Skills against the Disparity)”, funded by the Intesa Sanpaolo Onlus Foundation
2016-2017  Responsible for the project "Supporting the ability to understand written text in the School" funded by the De Mari
Foundation.
2012-2014  Responsible for the project Children and development contexts: a two-year training project, funded by the Liguria
Region.
2009  Responsible for the project Self-regulation skills at an early age, funded by the Liguria Region (€25,000)
2008  University Project Manager (University of Genoa) - Attentive skills and inhibitory control in the third year of life.
2003  Project for the reconnaissance, collection, and analysis of existing data on the research doctorate and for the
survey on the professional integration of research doctorates (funded by CNVSU, Italian Ministry of Education,
University and Research).
2001 Head of Young Researcher Projects University of Genoa "Attention deficithyperactivity disorder: validation of a
test for the evaluation of the efficiency of the executive system".
Research grants for post-doc Research Fellow positions at the University of Genoa
2020  Project: "The development of inhibitory control: effects of gaze cueing” (D.R. 181, 17/01/2020).
2018  Project: "The executive functions and the prerequisites of learning in the alphabetic area" at the University of
Genoa (D.R. 1946, 14/05/2018).
2017  Project: "The resolution of mathematical problems in primary school" at the University of Genoa (D.R. 2297,
23/06/2017).
2016  Project: "Promoting the development of executive functions in children between 2 and 6 years" at the University
of Genoa (D.R. 181, 15.01.2016).
2010  Project: "Executive functions and scholastic learning difficulties” at the University of Genoa (D.R. 186,
12/3/2010).
Technology transfer and other professional activities
2023  Co-author of a battery of tests for the evaluation of executive functions: Rivella et al. (2023). TeleFE: A New Tool
for the Tele-Assessment of Executive Functions in Children. Applied Sciences, 13(3):1728.
2022  Italian standardisation of test for the evaluation of attention: Usai et al. (2022). MOXO d-CPT. Continuous
Performance Test online. Hogrefe, Firenze.
2018-2022  Expert member of the Consensus Conference on specific learning disabilities for the implementation of the 2018
Guidelines by the Italian National Institute of Health (ISS, 2022).
2017  Co-author of a battery of tests for the evaluation of executive functions: Usai et al. (2017). FE-PS 2-6. Evaluation
of executive functions in preschool age. Erickson, Trento.
2009 -2020  Founding member of the IDEE University Spin-Off, Intervention on Developmental Age Disorders (IDEE s.r.l.).
Spin off of the UNLT.I. Project at the University of Genoa (http://www.unige.it/'unimprese/ldee.shtml).
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ||

Memberships

Registered with the Order of Psychologists of Liguria (No. 870).

Member of the Italian Association of Psychology, Section of Developmental Psychology (AIP), elected Auditor
for two three-year periods (2018-2020 and 2020-current).

Member of the Italian Association for Research and Intervention in Psychopathology of Learning (AIRIPA)
coordinating the Liguria section from 2019-2021.
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https://www.iss.it/documents/20126/8331678/LG-389-AIP_DSA.pdf/a288d319-fb01-bb17-9be1-d1cbd6a50e19?t=1677495513359

