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CURRENT POSITIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
Full Professor of History of Medieval and Modern Law (GIUR-16A, formerly IUS 19) 
President of the Association of Historians of Medieval and Modern Law (ASDIMM-Associazione degli 
storici del diritto medievale e moderno) 
Co-director of the book series "Futuro anteriore" – Giappichelli ed., Turin 
Member of the Editorial Board of the journal "Rivista di Storia del Diritto italiano" 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the journal "Sistema penale" 

 

MOST SIGNIFICANT PUBLICATIONS: 

- La difesa della legalità. I sindacatori della Repubblica di Genova, Torino, Giappichelli 1995, 

pp. XXII, 364 

- Dans l'ordre établi par le Code civil. La scienza del diritto al tramonto dell'Illuminismo 

giuridico, Milano, Giuffrè, 2002, pp. X, 419 

- Università e cultura giuridica a Genova tra Rivoluzione e Impero, Genova, Società ligure di 

Storia patria, 2002, pp. 176.  

- Un ruolo per l’interprete: la scienza giuridica italiana tra Code Napoléon e ABGB, in “Forum 

Historiae iuris - Erste europäische Internetzeitschrift für Rechtsgeschichte”, 2007; ISSN: 1860 

- 5605 http://www.forhistiur.de/zitat/0601ferrante.htm 

- Cultura giuridica e codificazione, in “Clio@Themis - Revue electonique d’histoire du droit”, 

2, novembre 2009,  http://www.cliothemis.com/Cultura-giuridica-e-codificazione 

- Il diritto penale dell’economia nell’età dei codici. Dall’Illuminismo giuridico ai “nuovi 

reati”, in Itinerari in comune. Ricerche di storia del diritto per Vito Piergiovanni, Milano, 

Giuffrè, 2011, pp. 63 – 114.  

- Codificazione e cultura giuridica, Torino, Giappichelli, 20112, pp. 346 

- La giustizia criminale nella Repubblica di Genova in età moderna, in La giustizia criminale 

nell’Italia moderna (XVI-XVIII sec.), a cura di M. Cavina, Bologna, Pàtron, 2012, pp. 129 – 

144.  

- La cultura giuridica nelle “nuove provincie”. Temi e dibattiti nella Venezia Giulia fino 

all’unificazione legislativa (1928), in Fenomenologia di una macroregione. I, a cura di G. de 

Vergottini, D. Rossi, G. F. Siboni, Milano, Leone, 2012, pp. 413 – 459.  

- Il problema della codificazione, in Enciclopedia italiana di scienze, lettere e arti, ottava 

appendice: Il contributo italiano alla storia del pensiero. Diritto, Roma, Istituto della 

Enciclopedia Italiana Treccani 2012, pp. 277-285, http://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/il-

problema-della-codificazione_(Il-Contributo-italiano-alla-storia-del-Pensiero:-Diritto)/ 

- La favola dei beni comuni, o la storia presa sul serio, in ”Ragion pratica”, 41 (dicembre 2013), 

pp. 319 – 332.  

- Los orígenes del modelo de codificación entre los siglos xix y xx en Europa,con particular 

atención al caso italiano, in “Revista de Derecho Privado, Universidad Externado de 

http://www.forhistiur.de/zitat/0601ferrante.htm


Colombia”, vol. 25, julio-diciembre de 2013,  pp. 29 – 52; 

http://revistas.uexternado.edu.co/index.php?journal=derpri&page=article&op=view&path%

5B%5D=3595 

- Un secolo sì legislativo. La genesi del modello otto-novecentesco di codificazione e la cultura 

giuridica, Torino, Giappichelli, 2015, pp. XII, 201 

- Tempi del diritto. Età medievale e moderna, Torino, Giappichelli, 20182, pp. 133 – 142 (La 

legge, o di un termine cui corrisponda qualcosa di esistente), 201 – 270 (Giusnaturalismo, 

illuminismi, codificazioni) 

- Ideologie della giurisdizione e cultura giuridica togata. Tradizione, nomofilachia, formanti, 

e metodo storico, in “Quaderni fiorentini”, 49 (2020), pp. 307-345;  

- Tra Gardone e via Fani. Ideologie della giurisdizione tra associazionismo dei magistrati e 

storia politica del paese, in “Historia et Ius”, 22/2022 – paper 20, pp. 1 - 28;  

http://www.historiaetius.eu/uploads/5/9/4/8/5948821/ferrante_22.pdf (pubblicato anche in 

“Questione giustizia”, 25.11.2022, https://www.questionegiustizia.it/articolo/tra-gardone-e-

via-fani;  

- Legge, giustizia e rock’n’roll, in “LawArt”, 4/2023, pp. 401 – 432;  

- Il processo “7 aprile”: alle origini del “populismo giudiziario”?, in “Sistema penale”, 

2/2024, pp. 157 – 174. 

- “Toghe di piombo”. Crisi della giustizia, riforma della magistratura, separazione delle 

funzioni: 1964 – 1965, in “Questione giustizia”, 13.3.2024, 

https://www.questionegiustizia.it/articolo/toghe-di-piombo, ISSN: 2420-952X. 
 

Contributions on cultural, legal, and political-institutional topics have been published in the 
newspapers: Il Lavoro, Il Piccolo, Il Secolo XIX, la Repubblica 

 

CURRICULUM VITAE: 

In 1987, he graduated (110/110) in Law from the University of Genoa on July 6, with a thesis in "History 
of Italian Law" (supervisor: Prof. Rodolfo Savelli). He began collaborating in the teaching activities of 
the Institute of Legal History. The following year, he was admitted to the PhD program in "History of 
Italian Law with particular reference to the history of medieval law and common law," IV cycle 
(consortium of the Universities of Milan, Bologna, Catania, Turin, Siena). 

In 1990, he qualified as a Legal Prosecutor at the Court of Appeal of Genoa, and subsequently 
registered with the Bar Association of the Court of Genoa. From 1996 to 2016, he was listed in the 
special register of full-time university professors, until he requested to be removed. 

In 1992, he obtained a PhD in Legal History and was awarded a two-year research fellowship (1992-
1993) at the Luigi Firpo Foundation for the History of Political Thought in Turin. He was later admitted 
to the two-year post-doctoral research cycle in Legal Sciences at the University of Genoa (1994-1995). 
In 1996, he received funding from the Einaudi Foundation in Turin to continue his research on the 
history of Italian legal culture at the beginning of the 19th century. 

In the same year, he won the competition for University Researcher (disciplinary scientific sector N19X 
- History of Italian Law) at the Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Sassari, starting service on 
February 27, affiliated with the Department of History and contributing to the teaching of "History of 
Italian Law" and "History of Modern and Contemporary Codifications and Constitutions" (Prof. Mario 
Da Passano). 

http://revistas.uexternado.edu.co/index.php?journal=derpri&page=article&op=view&path%5B%5D=3595
http://revistas.uexternado.edu.co/index.php?journal=derpri&page=article&op=view&path%5B%5D=3595
https://www.questionegiustizia.it/articolo/tra-gardone-e-via-fani
https://www.questionegiustizia.it/articolo/tra-gardone-e-via-fani
https://www.questionegiustizia.it/articolo/toghe-di-piombo


In 1998, he began service as a researcher at the Faculty of Law, University of Genoa, starting teaching 
activities within DI.GI.TA. – Giovanni Tarello Department of Legal Culture, teaching "History of Italian 
Law." 

In 2000, he was successful in the comparative evaluation for a tenured Associate Professor position 
(sector N19X History of Italian Law) at the University of Sassari. In 2001, the Faculty of Law at the 
University of Genoa appointed him as Associate Professor for the same sector. He taught "History of 
Medieval and Modern Law" and "Medieval and Modern Institutions" and began teaching cycles on 
"History and Techniques of Modern Codification" at the University of Trieste. 

In 2003, he qualified for a Full Professor position at the Faculty of Law, University of Modena and 
Reggio Emilia. He was among the promoters of the inter-university PhD program in Legal Sciences at 
the University of Milan-Bicocca (curriculum in Private Law and History of Civil Legal Science), serving 
on the Academic Board. 

From 2004 to 2012, he taught "History of Medieval and Modern Law" at the Faculty of Law in Trieste. At 
UNIGE, he has taught "History of Constitutions and Modern Codifications" (to present). At the Imperia 
campus, he taught "History of European Legal Culture" (until 2009). 

In 2005, still within the same scientific sector, he became Full Professor at the Faculty of Law in 
Genoa. From 2006 to 2009, he taught "History of Modern Codifications and Constitutions" at the 
University of Trieste. 

In 2008, he was appointed Director of the Library of the Imperia branch (until January 2014), where 
since 2009 he has also taught "History of Constitutions and Modern Codifications," and since 2013 
"History of Medieval and Modern Law." From 2013 to 2014, he was appointed by the Dean of the 
School of Social Sciences to design the bachelor's degree in "Tourism Sciences," later launched within 
the Department of Economics. 

Within the framework of the agreement with the Liguria Region for the Regional Observatory on 
Organized Crime and Transparency in Public Administration, he organized the Legality Lectures (2013-
2016); he was senior member of the Scientific-Technical Committee of the School of Social Sciences 
Library (2013-2017). 

In 2014, he was appointed by the Mayor of Genoa, Marco Doria, to the Consiglio di indirizzo of 
Fondazione CARIGE (Cassa di risparmio di Genova e Imperia). In the same year, he was appointed 
Rector's Delegate (Prof. Paolo Comanducci) for the Imperia university campus and Vice Director of the 
Department of Law. 

In 2015, he co-founded and co-directed with Prof. Elio Tavilla (University of Modena and Reggio Emilia) 
the legal history series "Futuro anteriore" (Giappichelli ed., Turin); he was appointed by the Rector as 
member of the Liguria Region's Legality Committee (Art. 15, Regional Law March 5, 2012, No. 7); the 
following year, he was also appointed by the Rector to the Consiglio di indirizzo della Fondazione 
CARIGE (until 2024). 

From January 2016 to January 2020, he served on the Board of Directors of the Scuola superiore della 
magistratura, appointed by the Minister of Justice, Andrea Orlando. Until 2018, he taught the course 
"History of Criminal Law and Criminality." 

In May 2018, he was elected Director of the Department of Law at the University of Genoa for the 
academic term 2018/2021. He resigned from his role as Rector's Delegate for the Imperia campus and 
was admitted as a Corresponding Member of  Accademia ligure di scienze e lettere  



In November 2019 (until April 15, 2025), he became a Member of the Consiglio giudiziario presso la 
Corte di appello di Genova (appointed by CUN). 

In 2021, he was re-elected Director of the Department of Law at the University of Genoa for the 
2021/2024 term but resigned on May 9, 2022. 

In 2022, he was elected President of the Association of Historians of Medieval and Modern Law – 
ASDIMM Associazione italiana degli storici del diritto medievale e moderno. 

 


